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4  The  Ba:  jo  Songster 
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THE  LIFE  OF 

'  JACK  SHEPPARD. 


John  SaEPPARB  was  bom  in  the  parish  of  Step^ 
Dej  near  London,  in  the  year  1702.  The  fathef 
of  this  estradordnay  character  was  a  carpenter,  an  J 
died  when  his  son  was  so  young,  that  he  had  nd 
recollection  of  seeing  him.  In  consequence  of  tht 
premature  death  of  his  father,  the  providing  fof 
Jack,  his  brother,  and  sister,  devolved  upon  hiM 
mother,  who  soon  precnred  him  admission  into  the 
iR-orkhouse  in  Bishopgate-street,  where  he  con* 
tinned  for  eighteen  months,  and  in  that  time  re- 
ceived an  education  sufficient  to  qualify  him  fof 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  for  which  his  mother  d«* 
signed  him.  Accordingly  he  was  recommendedl 
to  Mr.  Wood,  in  Wych  Street,  Drury  Lane,  whifc 
totmd  him  for  seven  yeafsf  The  lad  proved  m 
early  proficient,  and  became  exceedingly  ingenious 
he  soon  became  master  of  his  business,  and  gavd  j 
much  datisfaction  to  his  mastered  customers,  an4 
had  the  character  of  a  very  sober,  orderly  h^f* 
But  alas  I  for  the  folly  of  youth  f  bofw  be  buid 
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ineucsid  a  Utd  acquaiatAQCo  with  oae  Elizftbefk 
iJijon,  otiserwisQ  ealled  Edgeworth  Bess,  from  m 
(owe  of  th&t  mme  in  Middlesex^  where  she  was 

horn,  the  reputed  wife  of  a  soldier,  who  lived  a  de- 
fcaucbed  life.  Jack  became  aoon  enamoured  ot 
her^  mi  they  ©obabited  together  as  man  and  wiie« 
Hsre  began  Ms  ruin.  Sheppard  grew  wear  j  of 
the  joke  ©f  servitude  and  began  to  dispute  with 
lus  mastefp  telling  him  that  this  way  of  jobbing 
from  house  to  house,  was  not  sufficient  to  furnish 
hhii  with  a  due  (Experience  in  his  trade,  and  thai 
if  he  would  not  seek  to  undertake  gome  buildings 
be  would  go  into  the  world  for  better  informationa 
Mr,  Wood,  a  mild,  honest  man,  indulged  Mm« 
|V[rs,  Wood  exhorted  him  against  the  compaBj  of 

He  was  sent  to  make  gome  repairs  at  Mr,  Eiitfg^, 
lh^>  Sun  alehouse,  near  Islington,  and  on  a  trival 
©eeasioa  fell  upon  his  master^  and  beat  and  bruised 
Mm  m    barbarous  md  shameful  manner,  Buch 
puddeE  and  deplorable  ©hange  was  there  in  the  b^*  '• 
Saviour  of  so  promiging  a  young  man.   Next  en«  • 
lined  a  BOglee-l  of  duty  both  to  God  and  his  master  j  * 
lying  ml  of  iiigMs,  perpetual  jarring  and  aEiniOsi*^ 
tle@-    Thd2^  ae.t6  wera  fee  e.o©8«queaee 
l^imaay  with  Ms  aew  acquaintance,  who,  in  th^ 
$^%ml9  will  Imn      ^  mm.  ImMom^ 


''0 

ti  longing  him  to  llie  ftttiil^tsfedo 

Having  reason  to  suspect  that  Shepparcf 
roljbed  a  neighbour,  Mr.  Wood  began  to  he  m  a 
great  fear  for  himself ;  when  his  man  came  not 
home  in  due  season  at  night,  he  barred  him  out  J 
but  he  made  a  mere  jest  of  the  locks  and  bolt^^ 
ind  entered  in  an€  out  at  pleasure  ;  and  when  all 
bad  reason  to  believe  he  wis  locked  out,  they  founS 
him  in  bed  the  next  morning ;  such  was  the  poweS 
of  his  earlj  ingenuity. 

Edgeworth  Bess  having  stolen  a  gold  ring  from 
t  gentleman  whom  she  had  picked  up  in  the  street^ 
was  sent  to  St.  Gile'a  round  house.  Shepparj 
went  immediately  to  his  friend^  and  after  a  shoft 
liscourse  with  Mr.  Brown,  the  beadle,  and  his  wif^^ 
Who  had  the  care  of  the  place,  he  fell  upon  th# 
poor  couple,  took  the  keys  &om  them,  and  letfei^fi 
out  in  spite,  of  all  the  outaries  and  opposition  the^ 
were  capable  of  making. 

He  was  sent  by  his  master  in  July,  1728,  (o 
f  erform  a  repair  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Baynes,  0 
piece-broker  in  White-horso  yard,  and  he  &om 
(hence  stole  a  roll  of  fustain,  containing  twen^ 
tour  yards,  whieb  was  afterwards  found  inbis  inink. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  robbery  he  erer 
•ommittod,  and  it  was  not  long  before  be  repeated 
mother  upon  this  same  gentleman,  by  breaking 
bto  his  boose  abgut  the  aiiddli  of  the  niibti  «&S 


rtMn^  M  df  Ifcfi  111!  mmn  pmM^  in  mmiif  mi 
./goodi;  to  the  de^ym^mfomiBmote.  Ho# 
;  lio  i!iiie3:ed  tiue  hoESO  was  a  seeret,,  till  his  being 
Itommitted  to  Newgate^  when  he  eoB"5s&sed  that  bo 
||ool' lap  tlie  iron  bars  at  the  cellar  window;  fM 
i^fter  he  had  doBehisbusiiiegSp  he  nailed  them  S 
f  agaiB ;  so  that  Mr«  Bayneg  never  belieTed  tia' /his 
fIxoEie  had  been  broken,  and  a  womaB,  a  lodgei' m 
■lhe  iouse^  was  blamed  iU  tte  whila  foy  eommiltiiJ^ 
-  ihe  robbery* 

8hepard  ^eS  his  ma§tef  hni  parted  toB  monthg 
^lieiore  the  expiration  of  Ms  apprenticseship^  and  s 
^elaBcholj  partiog  it  was ;  h©  wexit  &oib  good  mi 
I'miBful  patronage^  and  lap  exposed  to  the  t-emp" 
'iations  of  the  most  wicked  wretches  tbe  towi?  cotdS 
^^fibrdy  sncb  as  Joseph  Blake^,  alias  Bliiaskini«<» 
j|)owIing  James  Sjkes,  alias  Heli  mni  Fmj,  ani 
lirhich  last  was  the  first  that  betrajed  and  put 
%Ao  the  hands  of  justice. 

Having  deserted  his  mastered  service  be  took 
tnhelter  in  the  honse  of  Mr.  Charles,  in  May-fair» 
mnd  his  landlord  having  occasion  for  some  repaifi 
In  his  house,  engaged  a  Mr*  Panton,  a  carpentetr 
lo  undertake  it^  and  Sheppard  to  assist  him  as  t 
lournejmao  But,  on  the  28rd  of  October,  I7289 
l^efore  the  work  was  completed,  Sheppard  took  aft 
i)]^porlaniiy  to  rob  the  people  of  the  following 
^ocls;  vis.  £7  10s.  in  specie^  fif#  ltfg«  dlMI 


gpi^m^s  pism  ^mkB,  -H^m  tel.  ipm^^  ^  j^yii 
gold  riiogSj  md  atjypherrlisgo  Sdis"  sijit®  ®?w.«iif 
appATfily  bedAes  linen  to  @  aoB^iSf'i'aM^  valm 
This  fact  he  comessaS  to  ilm  Be?,  ft.  W^g*.^ 
before  his  ese^^p^  &om  tba  ^ondomsaei  aall. 

Sheppafd^s  brotber  Thomas,  aearpeaterby 
iessioD^  tbo»;(glii  C5  Botoioa^  tbief  m&  honsebreak^ 
hy  piietiee,  being  ^ommiti'ai  to  Newgate  iig 
fcreaking  opea  the  hmm  of  Mrs*  €ook,  a  Emm 
draper  in  Clare  mrkoi;,  m  ilie  ^lii  of  Pebr^iary, 
end  stealitig  goodstotheamonntof£60,  impeaibed 
bis  brotlie?  John  mi  Edgeworth  Bess,  as  tekig 
concemod  with  bim  in  this  act ;  and  these  tfaran 
were  charged  with  beiug  concerned  in  hrenking 
into  the  house  of  Mr.  Phillips,  in  "Dmij  lane?  mi 
etealing  ^ome  property  of  BIi'S.  Kendi'ick,  a  lodgef 
in  the  boosei  on  the  14th  of  the  edd  month  oi 
Febiuary.  All  possible  eiideavours  were  used  by 
Mrs.  Cook  'dwd  Mr.  Phillips  to  get  JohnShephard 
ftiid  Edgewoi  th  Bess  apprehended,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose, till  the  following  accident.  ■ 

Robbery  was  now  the  summit  of  his  ambitfoa, 
#nd  by  night  and  day  bis  constant  meditation,  mi 
in  London  he  found  good  opportunity  for  gratifying 
his  utmost  desires  in  this  way.  While  in  hii 
usual  avocation,  he  one  day  Jij^it  with  his  old  ae* 
quftintance  Jame  Sykes,  and  was  invited  by  hint 
to  go  to  Seagate's  victualling-bouse,  at  the  timm 
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,  Biafe,  to  |)lay  at  sJcMeS,  SheppaM  eompKecf,  anfi 
i  Sykoi^  secretly  seat  for  Mr.  Price,  a  constable  im 
•  St.  Gile's  parish,  and  charged  his  friend  Sheppard 
with  robbing  Mrs.  Cook,    Sheppard  was  carried 
;  before  Jnstice  Parry,  who  ordered  him  to  St.  Giles*" 
ipound-house  till  the  next  morning,  for  further 
examination.    He  was  confined  in  the  upper  pari 
of  the  place,  being  two  stories  from  the  ground  ; 
[  |bnt  before  two  hours,  by  only  the  help  of  a  razor 
I  mi  the  Biretcher  of  a  chair,  he  broke  open  the  top 
©f  the  round  hoiiRe  ;  and  tying  together  a  sheet 
and  a  blanket,  by  them  descended  into  the  churcfe 
yard  and  escaped  leaving  the  parish  to  repair  th® 
^  flamage,  and  repent  the  afiront  put  upon  his  skill 
And  capacity. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  May,  Sheppardp 
mth  another  robber  named  Benson,  were  passing 
through  Leicester  fields,  where  a  gentleman  stood 
Recusing  a  woman  with  an  attempt  to  steal  hi® 
mtch.  A  taob  gathered  about  the  disputants* 
iBkeppard's  companion  got  in  among  them,  and 
picked  the  gentleman's  pocket  in  earnest  of  hk 
^Atch.  The  scene  was  now  changed  from  m 
imaginary  robbery  to  a  real  one ;  and  in  a  moment 
•nsned  an  outcry  of  ^  stop  thief!'  Sheppard  and 
l^enson  took  to  their  heels,  but  the  farmer  was 
Heized  by  a  sergeant  of  the  guard  at  Leicestet 
fcousej,  eryiog  out  *  ftop  thief  i'  with  great  ^eal*^ 
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Me  iirag  «oa^]r^  to  St.  Ann's  fomd^-honnBy  m 
Boho,  and  kept  eeeare  till  the  nest  moming,  when 
§EcIgeworth  Bess  came  to  visit  him,  who  was  seizoJ 
also.  They  were  carried  before  Justice  Waiker^ 
when  the  people  in  Drnry-lane  and  Clare-marked 
appeared,  and  charged  him  with  the  robberies  b@o 
fore-mentioned ;  but  Sheppard  pretending  to  im® 
peach  certain  accomplices,  the  justice  committefl 
them  to  the  New  Prison,  with  an  intent  to  have 
Ihem  removed  to  Newgate,  unless  there  came  frona 
ihom  some  useful  discoveries.  Sheppard  was  now 
a  second  time  in  the  hands  oi  justice ;  but  Jack 
knew  his  trade  too  well  to  remain  long  in  Bmk  ^  i 
thraldom. 

He  and  his  mate  were  now  in  a  strong  mi  well 
guarded  prison,  himself  loaded  with  a>  pair  of 
double  links  and  basils,  of  about  141bs«  weighty 
and  confined  together  in  the  safe  apartment,  called 
Newgate  Ward.  Sheppard  conscious  of  his  crim0% 
and  knowing  the  information  be  had  made  to  b4i 
but  a  blind  scheme  that  would  avail  nothing,  be-^ 
gan  to  meditate  an  escape.  They  had  been  thu9 
detained  four  days,  and  their  friends  having  tb9 
Uberty  of  seeiqg  them,  furnished  him  with  impld« 
snents  proper  for  his  design.  Aocordingly  Shep» 
pard  went  to  work,  and  on  the  2Sib  May,  being 
Whitsunday,  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
•omplettd  a  practi^le  bretckt  and  iawed  off  hiB 


Ik^eys;  hft^in^,  with  imlitArd-of  ^Higotiee  mtdietUtltf 

•Qt  off  an  iron  bar  from  tli»  window,  mi.  took  oat  a  ma- 
tin or  hM,  of  the  most  eolid  oak,  about  nine  inches  it 
I&icknes8,  by  boring  it  through  in  many  places  with  grea« 
•kill  and  labour.  They  had  sUll  twenty-five  feet  to  da- 
fcend.  Sheppai  d  fastened  a  sheet  and  blanket  to  the  h  a°i*s 
oaiiBed  madam  to  take  off  her  gown  and  petticoat,  and  sent 
her  out  first.  She  being  more  oorpuleat  than  himself,  tS 
was  with  much  diMculty  he  got  her  through  the  opening, 
but,  on  observing  his  directions,  ahe  was  instantly  dowa 
■lore  frightened  than  hurt.  Our  hero  followed,  and 
•lighted  with  ease  and  pleasure.  But  where  are  they  e8« 
•aped  to?  Why,  out  of  8ie  prison  into  another.  Thd 
f  eader  is  te  understand  that  the  New  Prison  and  Clerken* 
^;^ell  Bridewell  lie  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  they  haJ 
got  into  the  yard  of  the  ktter,  and  had  •  wall  of  twenty* 
two  feet  high  to  softle  befere  their  liberty  was  perfectedfr 
fiheppard,  far  from  being  unprepared  to  surmount  thiar 
iifficulty,  had  his  gimlet  and  pincers  ready,  and  made  • 
scaling  ladder.  While  the  keepers^and  prisoners  of  botb 
places  were  asleep  in  their  beds,  he  mounts  with  his  lady, 
•nd  in  less  than  ten  minutes  oarries  both  her  and  himself 
•yer  the  wall,  and  completes  an  entire  escape,  Althougbt 
luis  escape  from  the  condemned  hole  in  Newgate  made  • 
ftir  greater  noise  in  the  world  than  that  from  the  New 
Prison,  it  has  been  allowed  by  all  the  gaol-keepers  in  Loa« 
ion,  that  one  so  extraordinary  was  never  performed  im 
Smgland  before.  The  broken  chairs  and  bars  are  kept  ia 
the  New  Prison  to  testify  and  presem  the  memory  of 
Ads  aet.  » 

Sheppard,  not  wiEfted  by  his  late  iMgmtm  position^ 
•■Kit  more  set  to  work  in  his  master's  neighbourhood,  is 
9f«h-s^et,  aid  eo&corti  mefMores  wKli  •ne  Anatouf 
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Lmh,  in  tppyenfldt  with  Mr.  Cavter,  •  mfttTi^^infif fif! 
•tniment  iiaaksr,  for  robbing  Mr.  Burton,  a  mmtar  tailor^ 
who  !odg«d  in  Mr.  Carter's  house.   CharlB  Grace»  • 
cooper,  b«iDg  into  the  secrst,  consented,  and  resolved  t» 
Act  his  part  OD  the  16ih  o£  Jane,  the  day  appointed,  Lam¥ 
hi  Grace  and  Sheppard  into  the  house  at  uaidnight,  anJ^ 
Ihey  all  went  np  to  Mr.  Barton's  apartment  armed  witl^ 
fistols,  and  entered  undisturbed.   Grace  was  posted 
Bartends  bed  side  with  a  loaded  pistd,  with  positive  order# 
lo  shoot  him  through  the  head  in  case  he  awoke.  ShepparJ^^I 
being  engaged  in  opening  the  trunks  and  boxes  meantimtfl^: 
It  Inckily  happened  for  Mr.  Burton  that  he  slept  mor^ 
•onnd  than  usual  that  night,  having  eome  from  a  merry^l 
making  with  some  friends/  They  carried  off  in  notes^; 
bonds,  guineas,  and  clothes,  made  and  unmade,  to  th9^ 
falue  of  between  £290  and  £300,  besides  a  paduosoy  siliii| 
of  clothes,  worth  about  £20  more,  which  having  be^Qri 
Oade  for  a  corpulent  gentleman,  Sheppard  had  them  rd<^| 
4Mid  and  fitted  to  his  size  and  wear,  designing  to  appear  | 
and  make  fignro  in  the  beau  monde.  Grace  and  ShepparS^ 
biTiag  disposed  of  their  goods  at  an  alehouse  in  Newton^  ! 
•r's  lane  (a  rendezrons  for  robbers  and  rufiSans),took  their  ; 
fiight,  and  Grace  was  not  heard  of  after.  Lamb  was  a^  < 
fKhended,  and  carried  before  Justice  Newton,  and  madw 
il«  ample  confession :  and  there  being  nothing  but  that ; 
■gainst  him  at  his  trial,  he  came  off  with  sentence  oftranf«  i 
portation.l  He,  aa  well  as  Sheppard,  confirmed  all  thUvj 
ibOTO  particQlars,  and  with  fearful  addition,  that  it  was  n 
MtUr  of  dispute  among  themielTei,  whether  or  not  emj^ 
bdiTiloal  in  the  home  shonld  not  be  sacrificed.  • 
Mr.  KoieboDf,  %  woollen  draper  in  the  Strand,  about  lli^ 
Mt#r  and  ef  tha  same  mtntb,  (Jane),  received  •  eaatio^ 
IIM  lha  f«ttMf  of  Antbony  Ltabi  who  iatioUcA  to  Ultfv 


Sm^MM,  flbftt  hii  htw  was  aUadefl  to  bt  •pit 
^ttB^  robbed  that  very  mgbt  Mr  EnaeboM  prepared  te 
^  ffveat,  ordered  hie  eervania  lb  eit  op  and  gire  dire** 
floBfi  toUia  watchman  in  the  street  to  observa  bis  baxMa* 
i  two  o'clock  ia  tbe  momiiag  SLeppard  and  bis  gang 
fteiDg  abont  the  door,  a  maid-servant  went  to  listen,  and 
tieard  one  of  the  wretches  say,  "  Damn  bim,  if  they  could 
Slot  enter  that  night,  they  would  another,  and  would  have 
£800  of  his  money.'*  They  then  went  off,  and  nothing 
was  heard  of  them  till  Sunday,  the  12ih  of  July  following^ 
Vheu  Joseph  Blake,  alias  Blueskin,  John  Sheppard,  and 
W^liam  Field,  (as  he  himself  swore),  eame  about  twelva 
•!elock  at  night,  and  cut  two  large  oaken  bars  over  iba 
^li&r  window  at  the  back  part  of  the  house  in  little  Drur^^ 
li^ie,  and  so  entered.  Mr.  Kneebone  and  his  family  being 
4t  rest,  they  proceeded  to  open  the  door  at  the  foot  of  the 
aellar  stairs,  with  three  bolts  and  a  large  padlock  upon  ii^ 
and  then  came  into  the  shop,  and  wrenched  off  a  hasp  and 
joadlock  that  went  over  the  press,  and  arrived  at  their  de* 
^ed  booty  ;  they  continued  in  the  house  three  hours,  and 
carried  off  with  them  108  yards  of  broad  woollen  cloth, 
$  yards  of  blue  baize,  alitHe  tie  wig,  a  beaver  hat,  two 
-  silver  spoons,  a  handkerchief  and  penkaife,  ia  all  t#  tb« 
amount  of  £50. 
Ilia  Sunday  following,  Sheppard  and  Bltt^kin  WM 
^pon  the  Hampstead  road  and  thare  stopped  a  coacb 
With  a  lady's  maid  in  it»  from  whom  they  took  only  half* 
fl^c^own,  being  all  the  money  about  her.  The  footman 
Aahind  the  «oaeh  eame  daw&  and  exerted  himself,  but 
Iheppard  most  ouoeremoniously  planted  a  pistol  to  hia 
ftreast,  which  was  received  ai  a  hint  that  pnidance  woiM 
§e  bast  part  of  hia  valour* 
Wnfk  night,  about  nine  o*eloelr,  thay        Mf .  Fargiiai^ 
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koit  this  robbeiy.  The  Xer.  M;,  Wagntaff  Meeiyedt 
ItUer  nrom  •&  oslmtWD  baad,  with  f  ome  qneslioBf  to 

proposed  Co  Sheppard;  viz,— Whether  he  did  not  rob 
«tte  Mr.  Pargiter,  oa  Monday,  the  20Ui  of  Jnly,  abonl 
ttlne  at  Dight,  between  the  turnpike  and  HampeteadP 
Sow  mnch  money  he  took  from  him  ?  Whether  Pargite^ 
WAS  drunk  or  not ;  and  if  he  had  any  rings  or  watch  aboni 
him  when  robbed?  He  said  Pavgiter  was  very  much  i& 
liqaor,  having  a  great  coat,  neither  rings  on  his  ^gor^ 
nor  watch,  and  only  3s.  in  his  pocket,  which  they  took 
from  him ;  and  that  Blneskin  knocked  him  down  twie« 
with  the  end  of  his  pistol,  but  Sheppard  did  in  kindness 
raise  him  up  at  eftese 

On  the  2l6t  they  stopped  a  stage  eoneh,  and  took  from 
one  of  the  passengers  in  it  20s.,  and  where  so  espedition* 
Sn  the  matter,  that  scarcely  a  word  was  spoken.  Now  Mr» 
Sheppard's  long  and  wicked  coarse  was  seemingly  drawing: 
lo  a  close.  Mr.  Kneebone  having  applied  to  Jonathat& 
Wild,  and  put  adveiiisements  in  the  papers,  complaining 
of  his  robbery;  on  Tuesday  the  82nd  of  July,  at  nighty 
Bdgeworth  Bess  was  taken  in  a  brandy  shop,  neai*  T«mpl» 
Bar,  by  Jonathan  Wild,  sha  being  much  terri£ed,  dis* 
eovered  where  Sheppard  wAt*  A  warrant  was  accordingly 
issued  by  Justice  Blackerby,  and  the  next  day  he  waa  ap» 
prehended  at  the  house  o!  Bkeskin^e  mother,  hi  Bose* 
mary  Lane,  by  one  Qoilt,  a  domestic  of  Wild*8|  though 
not  without  great  opposition,  for  he  presented  %  loaded 
piatol  to  Quilt's  breaat,  and  attempted  to  shoot  him,  Iml 
abe  pistol  missed  fire  *'He  was  brought  back  to  the  New 
Prison,  confined  in  the'  dingeon,  and  neit  day  brought 
before  Justiee  Bkckerbj,  UpoB  bis  exExnioation  he  qob* 


.1*  ■  . 

Mitd  the  iht«a  robbenetf  on  the  highway  beforementioaii 
•I  ftI»o  his  robbing  Mr.  Bayues,  Mf.  Barton,  and 
Kneebone.  He  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and  at  tk^ 
Imsuing  Mssions  at  the  Old  Bailey^  he  took  his  trial.  'Sfi^ 
Jbctsb(iing  clearly  proyed,  eentenoe  of  death  -raaa  yv^ 
ftonneed  upon  him  aceordingly.  He  begged  hard  fm 
tfonspoiiation  to  the  remotest  part  of  his  majesty's  dit^ 
minions,  and  pleaded  yonth  and  ignorance  as  the  motir^ 
which  precipated  him  unto  gnilt ;  but  the  court,  deaf  t^ 
his  importonties,  knowing  his  repeated  crimes  to  be  eqnal^ 
ifiagrant,  gave  him  no  satisfactory  answer^  He  returned 
lo  his  dismal  abode,  the  condemned  hole,  where  were  nin» 
taom  unhappy  wretches  in  as  dreadful  eircnmstanees  as 
lumself  £he  king  being  at  Windsor  the  male&ctors  had 
^  longer  respite  than  is  usual.  During  the  recess,  James 
Harman,  Lumey,  Davies,  and  Sheppard  agreed  upon  an 
•scape,  concerted  measttTes,  and  provided  instruments  t<» 
make  it  efieetual ;  but  these  men  put  off  the  execution  of 
^eir  design,  on  acconnt  of  having  their  hopes  of  life  ]»« 
Slewed  by  the  lavonrtble  answers  they  received  daily  &oni 
•onsiderable  persons,  but  thoss  vanished  before  the  day 
#f  execution,  and  finding  their  sentence  irreversible,  they 
dropped  ^  their  hopes,  together  with  the  design  they  had 
formed  fbr  aa  escape,  and  so  earnestly  prepared  to  meet 
death  on  the  morrow,  which  they  aocordingly  did.  It  wa« 
#11  this  day  that  Davies  gavs  Sheppard  the  watch-springs, 
ttes,  saws,  4ire.,  to  effeot  bif  own  release ;  asd  knowing 
ttftl  a  warrant  was  hoorly  expected  for  his  exeeution  with 
two  others,  and  the  very  day  of  the  execution  of  the  former 
while  they  were  haviag  their  fetters  taken  off,  in  order 
§Qlt  going  to  Uia  tree,  that  day  he  began  to  saw  On  Moa« 
4by  the  death  warrant  etme  from  Windsor,  appointing 
UmI  he,  together  with  Joseph  Ward  and  Anthon?  Uoton . 
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fhonld  be  exi^utcd  on  the  yridir/  foUowin^.  The  kmpm 
acquainted  him  therewith,  and  desired  1dm  to  make  good 
use  of  the  short  time  allotted  him ;  hxj  thanked  thein,  and 
iaid,  "  he  would  follow  tkeir  advice  and  vrepare  /** 
Edge  worth  Bess  and  another  woman  had  been  with  him 
«i  th«  door  of  the  condemned  hold  the  g^reatest  part  of  th» 
•ftiirneon ;  between  five  and  six  o'clock  he  desired  th« 
other  prisoners,  t^xcept  Stephen  Fowles,  to  remain  abovo 
while  he  oilered  something  in  private  to  his  Mends  at  tfe® 
door.  They  complied,  and  in  the  interval  he  got  the  spikd 
•ggunder,  which  made  way  for  him  to  pass  with  his  heelt 
foremost,  by  the  assistance  of  Fowles,  whom  he  most  nn- 
generously  betrayed  to  thje  keepers  after  his  being  retaken^ 
tnd  the  fellow  was  severely  punished  for  it.  . 

Having  now  got  clear  of  his  prison,  he  took  eoaehy 
(lisgniahetl  in  a  night  gown,  at  the  corner  of  the  Old  Bailey, 
along  with  a  man  who  waited  for  him  in  the  street ;  and 
ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  toBlaokfrifa's-ytaira,  where 
liis  friend  gave  him  the  meeting ;  and  the  three  took  boat 
#nd  went  ashore  at  the  horse-ferry,  &t  Westminster ;  and 
At  the  White  Hart,  they  went  in  and  drank,  and  stayed  some 
lime  ;  from  whence  they  adjourned  to  a  place  in  Helborn 
where,  by  the  help  of  a  saw,  he  quitted  the  chains  he  had 
kf ought  horn  Newgate,  and  then,  liko  a  free  man,  took  a 
ramble  through  the  city,  and  cftmft  to  SpitaMeldiS,  and 
tbere  met  his  faTourite  Bess. 

It  may  be  easy  to  imagine  what  an  alarm  his  eseape* 
gave  the  keepers  of  Newgate,  three  of  their  people  beinjf 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  lodge,  engaged  in  a  di^coursa 
ao^cemihg  hia  wenderful  escape  from  the  New  Prison 
a&d  whet  caution  ought  to  be  used  lest  he  should  giya 
Ihem  ihe  slip,  at  tho  very  instant  he  effected  it. 

On  Inesfiaj,  ha  S9nt  for  William  Pagt,  an  apprantica 


U  i  Imklier  OB  Clar6*ttMrk€t,  who  eaae  io  hln ;  uil  b«fe|| 

p«nByles9,  he  desired  Page  to  gire  him  what  aasiatance  hi 
Qooid  to  make  his  w&j.   Before  he  co«ld  do  anything  h§ 

^sonsnlted  a  near  relation,  who,  he  said,  imt  him  up  to  it ; 
90  meeting  with  enccess  on  application  to  his  Mend,  and 
f  robably  with  assistance  for  the  pocket,  he  came  to 
ISheppard  haring  bought  him  a  new  blue  bnteher^s  frock^v 
and  another  for  himself,  and  soon  both  took  their  ronto 
Worden,  in  Northamptonshire,  where  they  eame  to  • 
relation  of  Pagers,  who  receired  and  entertained  them 
kindly,  the  people  lying  &om  their  own  bed  to  accomodat6 
ihem  Sheppard  pretended  to  be  a  butcher's  son  of  Glare* 
marker  who  was  going  further  into  the  country  to  hi« 
i^ends,  and  that  Page  was  so  kind  as  to  accompany  him  | 
but  they  as  well  as  their  friend,  became  tired  of  one  an- 
other, the  butcher  having  but  one  shilling  left,  and  th« 
people  poor,  and  congequently  unable  to  subsist  two  sneh 
fellows.  After  a  stay  of  three  or  four  days,  they  returned 
and  came  to  London,  calling  by  the  way  ofBlaek  Mary^$ 
Hole,  and  drinking  with  several  of  their  acquaintaneo, 
then  came  into  Bishopgate  street,  to  Cooley's  brandy-shof 
where  a  cobber  at  work  in  his  stall  alarmed  our  hero,  hj 
pointing  him  out  as  Jack  Sheppard;  he  hearing  him 
departed  immediately.  In  the  evening  they  came  into 
]^leet  street  about  eight  o'clock,  and  observing  Martin's 
matchmaker's  shop,  to  he  kept  by  a  little  boy.  Page  went 
In  and  asked  the  lad  whether  Mr.  Taylor,  a  watchmaker^ 
lodged  in  house  ?  Bemg  answered  in  the  nf>gativ« 
lie  came  away,  and  reported  the  disposition  of  the  placet 
iBheppard  now  made  trial  of  his  old  master-piece,  fixed  • 
^{mlet  into  the  door  post,  broke  the  glass,  and  took  out 
three  silver  watches  of  £15  value  ^  ^he  boy  saw  htm 
lake  Ih'en,  h^i  could  not  get  ont  pnrt^  him  by  reajiOB 


eonlrivanefe ;  031©  oi  the  wat«Le«  ii®  for 
^iue*  and  a  half.  Ths  same  nighfc  they  came  to  Wycb* 
street.  Sheppard  went  to  the  Cock  and  Pyo  alehouse  m 
Dnury-lane,  sent  for  an  acquaintance,  aaid  drank  brandy, 
«nd  ate  oysters  in  view  of  several  people,  Pago  waiting  all 
ihe  while  at  the  dcor,  the  -wholo  neighbourhood  being 
tlanned'yet  none  daring  to  attack  him  for  fear.  He  ha^ 
vowed  revenge  upon  a  poor  man,  that^ept  a  dairy  cellar^ 
fti  the  end  of  Whitehorse-yard,  who  having  seen  him  at 
Islington  after  his  escape,  and  engaged  not  to  speak  of  il 
Itroke  his  promise;  whereupon  Sheppard  went  to  his 
residence  J  took  the  door  off  the  hinges^  and  threw  it  dowB 
l^nong  the  man^s  pans  and  pipkms,  and  caused  a  deluge 
of  crea  m  and  milk  to  flow  about  the  celiajfo 

Ireton,  a  sheriff-officer,  saw  him  and  Page  together  and 
faTe  them  pursuit,  from  which  they  had  an  hair-bresfd^ 
escape.  Ireton  having  laid  hold  of  Pftge  inat^d  oi 
Sheppard,  who  got  off. 

About  this  time  Edgworth  Bess  waa  apprehended  by 
Jonathan  Vv^ild,  and  committed  to  the  Poultry-compter,  by 
Sir  Francis  Forbes,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  London,  for 
tiding  md  assisting  Sheppard  in  his  escape ;  the  keeper® 
flAd  others  terrified  her  as  mnch  as  possibe,  to  discover 
where  ho  was ;  but,  bad  she  been  put  to  the  rack,  &3  in 
days  of  old,  she  could  not  have  helped  her  enquirers. 

The  people  about  the,  Wych-street,  and  Drury-lanep 
Whome  he  had  robbed,  and  who  had  prosecuted  him,  were 
^der  great  apprehension  and  terror ;  and  in  particular 
Kr.  Kneebene,  on  whom  he  vowed  revenge  because  h^ 
lately  refused  to  sign  a  petition  in  his  behalf  to  th9 
Recorder  of  London*  Thij  gentlcfflan  was  forced  to  keep 
armed  people  up  in  his  hoase  every  night,  till  he  was  re* 
Ukcn,  and  h«4  thf  mm  fextified  in  the  stroogest 
Mnnn. 


I'  isilBmy,  siigmati^®  branded  witli  filie  iitle  oi  person 
'  guilty  of  biibeTj,  fo;  eommkig  tt  his  esMpe,  €oiikibii^''$l^ 

i         diiigenco  wsm  mdejkllgablc,  spftriBg  neither  mom^ 
I  ffieftameg  Eight      iajp  t©  Wsg  Mm  back  to  his  des'ervdl 
I  ji2Jsti€®«  MMe^  mmh  mi^igem§(,  which  they  bought  or 
:  r«fiiei?ed,        got        which  prot-^  very  g«iec©6sfol§ 
:  bftTsag  leanit  ioif  ©frIdB  faal  Ms  haunts  wesft  Fissfe!«f 
;  Cimmm,  and  IbeijBg  w?^       ©^m-ed  of  the  home  wha?*' 
:  lie  lay  $  on  Thursdi^js  th©  iO&  m  September,  &  nnmb^ 
;  of  men,  both  of  gpini      eoedEei,  fmiushed  with 
;  proper  for  thei?  desigs^  wmi  to  Finchlsj,  some  ib  a  coaeb 
•nd  four,  and  others  ob  horseback;  they  dispersed  them«' 
«elTes  Bkhm^  fe©  Common   ^resaid,  in  order  to  take  theif 
^iew;  they  had  nol  long  been  there  before  they  saw 
Sheppard  and  Page  together,  habited  like  two  butchers^ 
in  bine  frocks,  with  apr©Bs  tucked  round  their  r«ist«, 
and  talking  as  large  as  liie,  as  butchers,  eren  when  killing, 
4o,  of  their  fine  wethers,  their  prime  com  beef,  and  their 
bets  at  the  coming  cock-pfti   Bat  all  their  gammon  would 
oot  do ;  for  Sheppard,  who  recognized  Langley,  one  o| 
the  turnkeys  of  Newgate,  said  to  Page,  '  mind  yonr  eyi^ 
I  spy  a  stag."  Upon  which  their  conrage  dropped,  knowmg 
that  their  wicked  way  of  bnsiness  mnst  come  to  an  end* 
ITo  make  theix  flight  as  oa«lire  as  they  could,  they  Uionghl 
It  advisable  to       to  a  loot-path  to  cat  oU  the  pursuit  <4 
the  Newgate  ca^aky,  but  this  did  not  prove  snccetsfol ; 
Hr.  Langley  earn®  np  widi  Page,  who  was  hindermotti 
«Qd  diamonnting,  with  piatol  in  han4,  commanded  him  It 
Hurow  up  his  hamds  which  he  trembliigly  did,  legging ftf 
Mfe,  desiring  hSm  to  fi$h  him,  {angUee,  search  hiis),  whi<^ 
Im  accordingly  didi  ind  i^^nid  a  bcread  knUt «  aad  a  fik  i 


'Ib&tTfif      ^t'4m^i  Vkm,  h%  Snh  A^f 

oM  stable  belonglBg  to  ft  i$afm*li@@ii®  |  H^©  pmmit  wi!.@  das^! 
Ilie  house  mreskd,  &  g^?!  m^m^  Mb  i€^lg  she  ils^ 
covered  Ibiim.  Mr.  Aostio,  s  ttamkej,  iffst  attacked  M# 
person,  Mr.  L&Bgky  seconded  Moi,  and  Irelon,  the  ef&sar^ 
brought  in  the  finish^  He  being  shocked  wi&  fearg  t©!^ 
iLem  he  snbmitted,  aad  degirei  thej  w®bM  Set  his®  li?© 
i&  long  86  he  eonld.  Upon  gemhiog  him  thej  found  • 
broad-knife,  with  tw©  of  fee  watches  he  ha^  taken  ont  of 
Mr.  M^rtin^jg  s!30pp  one  mjaier  etch  «fm-pii;.  They,  ad* 
jonme  1  with  their  prisoners  to  »  place  where  there  w&s  m 
coach  and  fonr  waiting  to  conTey  them  to  town  with  speei 
and  sf  fefy,  and  Sheppard  arrited  at  his  old  mansion  at 
about  two  in  the  afternoon.  At  his  alighting  he  made  S 
indden  spring,  hit  intention  being,  he  said  to  have  slipi 
imder  the  coach,  and  had  a  race  fox  it.  He  was  put  int^ 
the  condemned  hold,  md  chained  dow«  t©  the  floor  witk 
double  basils  Qpon  his  feet,  &e. 

The  joy  of  the  people  of  Kewgab  on  tMs  occasion  Wti 
Inexpressible,  and  nothing  but  smiles  and  bumpers  wer# 
aeen  in  the  lodge  for  many  days  together;  but  Jonathaa 
Wild  happened  to  be  gone  on  a  wrong  scent  alter  him  t» 
Btourbridge,  lost  a  share  of  the  glory. 

On  Wednesday  October  the  14th,  the  sessions  began  al 
Ihe  Old  Bailey,  and  Jack  aware  that  the  keepers  would 
then  have  so  much  business  in  attending  the  court,  as  to 
leave  them  but  little  leisure  to  visit  him,  thought  thit 
Would  be  the  only  time  to  make  a  push  for  his  liberty. 

The  next  day  about  two  in  the  aittmoon,  one  of  tb# 
keepers  carried  Jack  his  dinner,  and  as  usual,  examined 
tis  irons,  and  found  all  and  sa  leit  him.  He  hai 
iardllj  b^ta  gout  when  Jack  wa^t  ia  vofl^.   He  lirstfal 


mi 


i  ^Shis  Mndcufl^,  ikm  with  a  mb^QS.  mU  which  fii 
]  Sbuiid  upon  the  flooj?j  opened  the  great  padlock,  that  f^* 
I  tened  his  chain  to  the  staple.  Next  he  twisfced  asunder  0 
'  email  link  of  the  chain  between  his  legs,  and  di'awing  up 
1  liis  feet-locks  as  high  as  he  could,  he  made  them  fast  with 

*  hiB  gaiters.  He  attempted  to  get  np  the  chimney,  bul 
:  hui  not  ssdvanced  far,  before  his  progress  was  stopped  by 

tlii  ii'oa  bar  that  went  across  the  flue ;  this  compelled  him 

•  to  deseend ;  he  then  Eet  to  work  oxi  the  oulaide,  and  with 
^  piece  ol  hh  broken  chain,  picked  out  the  mortai%  and 
ffemoved  a  small  stone  or  two,  about  six  feet  ftam  the  floor 
te  got  oat  the  iron  bar  which  was  an  ineh  s(|uare,  and  ne&g 
t  yard  lonjj,  md  this  proved  of  great  service  to  him.  H« 
pfegesstly  made  so  large  %  breach,  that  he  got  into  the  Koil 
Boom  over  (he  Castle ;  her®  he  fonni  a  great  nail,  whicli 
Vr&3  another  very  useful  implement  This  room  had  re^ 
Snained  shut  for  seven  years ;  but  in  less  than  seveii 
oainutes  ha  wrenched  ofPthe  lock,  and  got  into  aB  onti^ 
leading  io  Uie  ehapeL  Here  he  fi>iuid  a  door  bolted 
the  other  side,  spon  which  he  broke  t  hole  through  th« 
orall,  and  pushed  the  bolt  back.  Coming  now  to  th^ 
Cihapel  door,  be  broke  one  of  the  iron  spikes^  which  h<& 
kept  ifor  farther  use,  and  thus  got  into  the  entry  betweesi 
theehapel  aad  lower  ieada,  f  he  door  of  this  entry  was 
^ery  strong,  az^d  ISsustened  with  a  strong  lock ;  and  whal 
9as  worse,  the  night  had  overtaken  him,  and  he  was  forced 
|&  work  in  thedark«  However,  to  half  an  hour,  by  th« 
belp  of  the  great  nailp  he  forced  off  the  box  of  the  loek^ 
tad  opened  the  door,  which  led  hisi  to  another  difficulty 
0»r  it  was  vlo%  only  locked,  bnt  barred  and  bolted«  Wheis 
(he  had  tried  m  rem  to  make  the  lock  and  kdt  give  wsy^ 
fee  wrenehed  the  flUet  from  the  main  pest  of  the  door, 
jbe  toiG^8ta|ppliiQfmeoffwilk&il;a&dSi  Sei!»alGhire*a 


cfelMo  weal  sight  TL«r«  wa»     aoio!h«r  Id^r  S»«lwd«i 
lliia  aa^  the  lower  leadf ,  but  h  bdisg  only  bolted 
tide,  be  opooed  it  easilj,  and  monatiDg  tho  top  •S  it,  k« 
0oio?er  tbe  wollaud  ou  thd  ap^er  leads,  smd  once  move 
^M^bed  the  open  aix. 

How  to  get  down  wrh  bi&  next  difficulty,  and  on  lookiag 
•ffotusd  from  bis  elevated  posiiicn,  h®  resohed,  atj  his  ooif 
•ppareat  mode  of  descent,  to  g«t  down  on  y&e  Ttirner'o 
'  bouM,  adjoining  Newgate ;  but  m  this  weuld  have  been 
'  dan^roQB  leap,  be  went  to  the  castle  the  L^ame  way  li« 
came,  md  teiclied  a  blanket  he  used  to  lie  upon.  Tkia 
^  he  made  fast  to  tlie  wall  ol  Newgate  with  the  spike  h© 
•tole  out  of  the  chapel,  uad  sliding  down,  dropped  mpc®. 
the  tnnjer*s  leads,  and  then  the  clock  struck  nine, 

3 1  is  uncertain  where  he  took  up  his  lodging  for  the 
reroaining  pai-t  of  the  nigbi,  or  rather  mommg  ;  or  wbeiit 
or  how  he  got  the  irons  off  biB  legs  ;  but,  on  the  &st  of 
IJov^iuber,  not  only  his  ieeit=locks,  hat  his  hand-cuffs  toOo 
were  fouvid  in  a  room  belonging  to  Kate  €*:<o.ls:  Kat« 
K<'y8,  in  Cro.ubourn-alley« 

Great  iiumliers  came  to  Ne\7ga£e  to  behold  Sheppa'jrd^l 
iroikmnnship ;  and  Mr.  Htt  and  his  officers  vf^iy  readii^f 
coiulncted  Ihem  up  stairs,  that  the  world  B^^g^\l  m  eoE* 
viuccik  lliere  was  not  the  least  room  to  rdfiieecl.  <iMims 
licgli--ence  or  connivance  m  ih&  servants,  Bvssi-y  em  e^^- 
pressed  tlie  greatest  Burprisd  imagii^abl^y  ;  m^l  de^Um^ 
thc-msJves  aatiafied  wiwi  ihx)  mimamH  they  had  t^km  fo^f 
bin  sffcurity.  Ono  of  th©  Bherifis  camfc  ^^(wi'a^cjji,  mSi- 
went  np  to  the  Castle  to  be  satisfied  with  the  !3itolii<?'».  al 
Hie  place,  fttte&ded  bj  seTeral  of  th^city  aBmu-. 

Tho  court  being  aet  at  th©  fx^ikios-ho'aij*, 
fcer^pei-a  were  gent  k>f  tta'i  «SAjjLik^.«^.  Th« 
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^£ewn  ttki  escapecl  justice,  baving  hUnll&i  tlu' 
be  should  be  brought  down  to  the  court  the  lac^ 
day  of  the  seBsions,  and  ordered  for  execution  ui 
two  or  three  days  afber,  ii  it  appeared  be  was  tho 
person  condemned  for  breaking  open  Mr.  Knee* 
I)on6*s  house,  and  had  been  ordered  for  execation* 
He  undoubtedly  performed  the  chief  part  of  his  last 
escape  in  the  darkest  part  of  the  night,  and  with* 
out  the  least  glimpse  of  a  candle.  In  a  word  ho 
actually  did  with  his  own  hands,  in  a  few  hourSi 
what  several  of  the  most  skilful  artists  allow  could 
mot  have  been  accomplished  by  a  number  of  per« 
BotB,  furnished  with  proper  implements  and  all 
other  advantages,  in  a  full  day. 

Never  was  there  anything  belter  ^med.  The 
keepers  and  their  assistants,  been  obliged  to  give 
%  close  attendance  on  the  sessions  of  the  Old  Bailey 
and  Blueskin  having  confined  Wild  to  his  chamber 
hy  stabbing  him,  at  the  time  of  his  trial,  a  mora 
favourable  opportunity  could  not  have  presented 
itself  for  Sheppard's  purposes. 
#  On  the  81st,  he  dined  with  his  two  female  friendSi 
Cook  and  Keys,  at  ^  public-house  in  Newgate 
street,  where  they  were  very  merry  together, 
'  About  .five  in  the  afternoon,  they  took  coach,  mi 
drawing  up  the  windows,  passed  through  Newgat-Of 
■^^hich  then  was  similar  to  Temple  Bar,  and  so  to, 
;  Ihe  Shear^s  alehouse  J  laMaj-poI©  in  Ciaro-inarket  J 


29 


ffhere  in  the  erenicg  he  sent  for  his  mother,  mt 

tr^Bated  her  with  some  brandy.  As  she  knew  the 
linger  he  was  in,  she  advised  him  to  take  care  of 
liimself,  and  keep  out  of  the  way  ;  but  Ja^k  had 
been  drinking  pretty  hard,  and  had  grown  too  wis^ 
io  take  councel,  and  too  valiant,  to  fear  anything  i 
^nd,  therefore,  leaving  his  mother,  he  strolled  a- 
Jbout  in  the  neighbourhood  from  alehouse  to  gia- 
chop,  till  near  12  o'clock,  when  he  was  appre- 
bended  by  means  of  an  alehouse  boy,  who  had 
accidentally  seen  him.  Poor  Jack  was  taken  diunk 
unable  to  make  any  resistance,  aud  Wa9  once  mora 
conveyed  to  Newgate. 

The  10th  of  November  be  was  canied  of  the 
King's  Bench  Bar,  at  Weskninster,  where  the  re* 
ccrd  of  his  conviction  being  read,  and  an  affidavit 
made  that  he  was  the  same  John  Sheppard  men* 
lioned  in  that  record,  Mr  Justice  Power  awarded 
sentence  of  death  against  him,  and  a  rule  of  court 
was  made  for  his  execution  the  Monday  following* 
Jack,  even  on  his  last  day,  had  some  hopes  of 
eluding  justice.  Some  cove  had  furnished  him. 
with  a  po3^1^^^ic,  which  he  put  naked  into  his 
pocket,  with  the  point  upwards ;  and  he  told  one 
whom  he  thought  he  could  trust,  his  design  was 
to  lean  lorwf^vd  w  the  cart,  and  cut  asunder  tho 
\jord  that  tied  his  hfiuds  together,  and  then  Vihen 
he  came  nrar  Little  Turnstile,  to  throw  himself 
over  amongst  the  crowd,  and  run  through  the  nar- 
row passpge,  where  the  officers  could  not  follow 
him  on  ho  seback,  but  must  be  forced  to  dismount 
arsfl,  in  the  meantime,  doubted  not  but  by  the 
mob's  assistance  he  should  make  his  escj»pe«  Eat 
his  hopeful  scheme  was  discovert d  in  the  press- 
yfud  in  Ncwg!vk'  ;i^st  as  he  was  going  into  the 
-^.•art ;  though  it  v.  acj  not  prevented  without  the  loss 
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if>f  sonio  biood.    An  cSlcer,  ifleftifiotiBly  examia- 

Jackie  pocSets,  cut  himself, 
f  Sheppard  had  still  another  project  in  his  Lead. 
He  earnetsly  desired  some  of  his  acquaintance, 
that  after  his  body  was  cut  down,  they  would  as 
scon  as  possible  put  it  into  a  warm  bed,  and  try 
lo  let  him  bleed,  for  he  said  he  believed  if  such 
we  was  taken,  they  might  bring  him  to  life  again. 
I  At  the  place  of  execution  he  behaved  himself 
Ifery  gravely ;  conlessed,  in  particular,  that  ho 
•fobbed  Mr  Phillips  and  Mrs  Cook,  though  for  the 
want  of  proper  evidence  the  jury  had  acquitted  him 
i  of  both ;  and  he  declared  that  when  he  and  Blue- 
*ekin  robbed  Mr,  Kneebone,  William  Field  was 
faot  with  them. 

'  He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 16ii,  1724,  in  the  28id  year  of  his  age.  He 
died  with  great  difficulty,  and  much  pittied  by  the 
\mdho  When  be  had  hung  about  a  quarter  of  an 
tour,  he  was  cut  down  by  a  soldier,  and  delivered 
lo  his  Mendel  who  carried  him  to  the  Badey-mow, 
in  Long-acre,  and  ho  was  buried  the  ^me  evening 


